Sept.29, 2007

The Honorable Sam Brownback
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515-2101

Dear Senator Brownback:

Thank you very much for the opportunity you extended to AMIPI members to share their objectives and agendas with you on September 26, 2007.


We appreciate your understanding and support for our peace initiative in Iraq. However, we sensed that you are concerned about our loyalty to this nation and allegiance to the Constitution of the USA.


We tried to articulate our responses to the concerns you have, however, we did not give you a concise answer “yes” or “no”, as you required us, mainly because this response involves clarifications from different dimensions and levels. We would like to take this opportunity to clarify our position. 

As citizens of this great nation we feel privileged to live under a rule of law that upholds our rights and dignity. We believe it is our duty to uphold the Constitution of this country to the best of our abilities.  
 
As human beings our highest allegiance is to our conscience, irrespective of our religious affiliations, through which we determine and discern right from wrong. That allegiance supersedes all other allegiance in life as that shapes our moral and ethical behavior. We feel that the American Constitution is a code of laws and ideas that basically upholds human rights and freedom and promotes governance that is accountable and fair. Therefore it is the dictate of that conscience that this Constitution -- under the protection of which we all live -- is good.  

Finally, as Muslims, we believe the Constitution of the USA is consistent with the fundamental values and principles Islam propagates: 1. liberty or freedom of choice [Quran 2:30, 2:256, 6:165 etc.] for which a human would be judged in the Hereafter; 2. social justice and harmony  [Q. 4:58, 4:135, 5:8, 16:90, etc.] as the Constitution promotes a balance of power, accountable governance, and an impartial due process; 3. human dignity [Q. 15:29] as it lays down equality and offers opportunity to pursue fulfillment of life, 4. pluralism, tolerance and moderation [5:48, 2:62, 2:109, 3:133-35, etc.] as the Constitution advocates peaceful coexistence among diversity; 5. consultation and broad based decision making system [3:159] as the Constitution ordains broad based multi-layered decision making infrastructure.  These are all fundamental ideas of Islam and the American Constitution upholds these ideas. 

Therefore, we believe, it is our legal, ethical and moral responsibility that we protect, defend and preserve this set of laws of governance to the best of our abilities. We, voluntarily, choose to live by its rules and protection. We take an oath of allegiance and trust when we become a citizen of this nation or continue our citizenship. In Islam complying with an oath, keeping a commitment and fulfilling a trust is a fundamental command of the Quran. We do hope that this would satisfy you as to our commitment to this nation and the Constitution of its self-rule.

Having said all these we also would like to further clarify that as Muslims and as citizens our highest allegiance is to our conscience as to what is right and what is wrong. A constitution is a creation of fallible human beings no matter how capable and visionaries they were. Time to time a part or parts may become inadequate or redundant due to the changes in a society. We, along with all other citizens of this nation, keep the right to propose, request and work for such amendments if we believe the change would serve this nation better as to justice and welfare. That stand of openness and fairness is not because of any lack of commitment to this nation, but because of our commitment to the welfare of this nation. 

In regard to your support for our cause we would like to say that in today’s world there is an enormous need for a voice of reason and moderation become dominant to countervail extremism. It is our belief that we can offer that role most effectively. A leadership of constructive engagement and peaceful coexistence in the world can, God willing, emanate from among the Muslims of this country. The support and understanding of the American people in general and its government in particular is crucial for the success of such monumental endeavor. We therefore request you to support our cause and help others to support it. 

Thanking you,

Most Respectfully,

AMIPI

