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American Muslim Iraq Peace Initiative [AMIPI]
The Paper for the Senators: The tentative ideas are submitted for your consideration:

 Ruby Aamtulla 


American Muslims, the citizens of the superpower of our time, have enormous responsibility today to spearhead a leadership of constructive engagement and peaceful coexistence in the world by promoting moderation and goodwill.



Never the possibility of peace and prosperity and the possibility of death and destruction existed side by side in such a contrast before as it exits in the world today. A leadership of ‘common sense’ and vision must come forward to tip the balance: The American Muslims are at the right place at a critical time of history to help bring about a positive agenda of peace and transformation. 


Iraq is a catalyst of our time and the nature of its outcome may dictate the future of many nations if not the world. The reasons why the affairs of one single nation is becoming the determinant factor for the interests and the welfare of the world is in its predispositions and in the recent events: its possession of the second largest oil reserve, the issue of the Sunni-Shiia imbalance in a volatile region, its difficult past and its even more difficult and dangerous present due to the mass murders and oppression of the most ruthless tyrant of our time, the issue of exploitation and oppression all these are magnified many times over by the invasion of a Western nation in the heartland of the Muslim world.  A conflagration and proxy wars in the most oil rich area --which the Iraq failure could help trigger – could be devastating to the economy of the world with a far reaching consequences for humanity. This possibility of destabilization and perpetual conflict in the region poses a threat to humanity in a period of the most reckless proliferation of nuclear power. America indeed has opened a ‘Pandora’s box: the challenge of our time is how to handle this affair to help restrain and resolve this conflict towards a positive direction.  


Paradoxically enough Iraq also holds the potential of virtually transforming the Muslim world and its relationship with the West if Iraq becomes successful.  If the conflicting parties come to their senses and come together willingly to share power with each other in the governance of Iraq and to promote security, welfare and freedom of the Iraqi people it would translate into the end of American occupation. This state would be victory and vindication of all parties: a win-win situation.  We do believe the interest and welfare of the Muslim world and the interest and welfare of the USA and others are converging on Iraq. Therefore, we the Muslim Americans -- conversant with both cultures and mindsets -- feel that we have a right and a responsibility to do whatever in our power to make a difference. And we believe as an independent citizens’ group with no political ambition in Iraq and with no conflict of interest can be an effective mediator and negotiator for peace in that troubled land.  



The Muslim world needs democratic governance as it exerts a stabilizing force in integrating a diverse society. This integrating force is the key to the prosperity of the Muslim world. Iraq’s success in a self-rule could flare up the hopes and the aspirations for such governing system in the rest of the Muslim world. This is the best thing a Western nation can help a Muslim majority country to achieve that would in turn help establish a constructive engagement that is mutually most beneficial. The difficulty is that how to make that happen in a vicious environment of distrust, hatred, frustration and hopelessness? We believe history is a testament to the fact that whenever a stalemate exists -- like what exists in Iraq now—a new group emerges with fresh ideas to offer a way out. We believe, God willing, we could be that group to offer a way out.


 If the economy with the second largest oil reserve flourishes, Iraq holds fair and free elections and the civil society functions, there is no telling the impact it would help create in the region, the Muslim world and the world. This success alone could help change the chemistry between the Muslim world and the West helping bringing about the trust and goodwill once exited but destroyed with the wrong handling of affairs for the Muslim world and the Middle East during the Cold war and since. 

. 



Iraq’s success could also help induce a fresh mindset and energy in the region that may play a vital role towards a fair resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. On the surface these two conflicts may appear unrelated but in essence both share common and deeper issues and grievances, resolution of one could help resolution of another. These two are the most contentious issues in our time creating polarization and extremism  in our world.



Realizing all these a group of prominent Muslim organizations such as ISNA, MPAC, CAIR, IIIT, UMAA, etc. and their leaders came together in Washington DC on July 11, 2007 to form the American Muslim Iraq Peace Initiative [AMIPI] to help resolve the Iraq conflict: The goal of this involvement is to help Iraq succeed and through that to help bring about a constructive relationship between the Muslim world and the West. 


The coalition realizes that this monumental work cannot be successful unless it is launched from a united front representing a broad spectrum of American Muslims to set an example of cooperation and mutual respect for the rest of the Muslim world to emulate. This enormously difficult task also may not be possible without the support and understanding of the American people and the government.  With these understanding this coalition is reaching out to both the broader Muslim community and the American public here in this country while it engages in mediation, conflict resolution and reconciliation on the international front. .


The impact of a “Marshall Plan” in Iraq and an accountable and transparent handling of the oil sector can help establish the trust, goodwill and a constructive relationship between the Muslim world and the USA. How important is this positive relationship, what could be its value?  An intuitive assessment is that if this relationship could have existed before, the USA could have achieved all most all its goals in the world in the Cold War and since at a fraction of the price it paid still it failed to achieve. This is the possible enormous benefit of this positive relationship with a huge component of humanity possessing 75.9% of oil reserve and having 1.3 billion people. Unfortunately, now it is standing at the brink of an ever regressive relationship with a staggering cost to the world especially the cost the American nation would bear for generations to come.



Therefore, with the realization of the enormity of the consequences, good or bad, we the Muslim Americans, dedicated to the proposition of fairness, peaceful coexistence and mutually beneficial relationship, are now attempting to embark on a journey to make a difference. We believe, God willing, we can make a difference. We are a fresh new party with no previous baggage or conflict of interest: We are the common denominator of the two most conflicting cultures and mindsets today and we can be effective mediator and ambassador between these two groups of people and help change the tone of their relationship.  We can help promote moderation, fairness and hope. 

Iraq cannot succeed without an aggressive diplomatic agenda. We believe, this American Muslim coalition can offer this role most effectively due to its neutrality, objectivity and sincerity. 

As a negotiator of peace and a promoter of moderation and cooperation we have the following broad agendas:
A. We pursue to promote the idea of indispensability of power-sharing in creating an environment of a win-win situation in Iraq. We try to make sense how important the other parties are in one’s own self-interest and welfare of Iraq. We would vigorously propagate and pursue each conflicting parties to engage with the other constructively with a proposal of this power-sharing in pursuing its self-interest. The conflicting parties are all stuck in a desperate and deadlock situation where they cannot get out. They have become the victims of their own vicious and selfish agendas that are in fact self-defeating. A fresh group like ourselves may, God willing, help change that chemistry and help them out of this quagmire.  

B. We try to promote moderation by propagating the true Islamic teachings and pursue an  aggressive agenda of education and reorientation. This very group, consisting of Muslims from different sects, Sunnis, Shiias and Kurdish origin and seven Iraqis themselves are an example of cooperation and understanding to emulate.
C. Our agenda would entail to help bring about a reconciliatory mood in Iraq in finding an equilibrium at which all can work for mutual benefit. 

D. We try to help raise the awareness of the true grain and values of the American public and the possibility of goodwill and welfare that can emerge between the two nations through the course of interactions during Iraq’s constructive phase. 

E. We pursue an expedient and a responsible ‘Exist’ policy and an end of occupation in Iraq thereby offer this nation a way out of this terrible situation.

F. We offer our services and ideas for a sustainable solution in Iraq.

G. We would endeavor to engage the region in this process due their respective self-interests.

H. Propagating the ideas and ideals of democracy and the indispensability of such a system of a due process to integrate a diverse community.

      I. Our understanding and appreciation of America is giving us the hope for our pioneering work and its success. The support of our nation is critical for this success. America has the most open and pluralistic society in the world and has an enormous capacity for introspection and self-correction. We believe some adjustments are due in the mindset and the policies towards the Muslim world to help regain the trust and goodwill it lost during the Cold War and since. We hope that this nation would fully appreciate and support the pursuit of peace by one of its citizens’ groups in setting a positive trend in the world. 
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