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Aug 23, 2007

 

Asslamu alaikum

To: The AMIPI Members

        On Aug 16, 2007 I met Senator Chuck Grassley [R - Iowa] in Iowa and informed him about our coalition and our agenda for Iraq. He was very excited to hear that and was very eager to see us in Washington DC again. 

        Even though he is not in the Foreign Relations Committee, as one of the most senior Republican Senator he assured me that he would help us and support us. He urged me to see Senator Norm Coleman as the Senator is in the FR Committee.  I am working on that now, Inshallah, I may see him soon. 

        Few years ago when I was pushing for this coalition Norm Coleman showed a lot of interest and asked me to contact once this coalition is formed. Therefore, Inshallah, I expect a positive response from him as well. 

        Senator Grassley was very enthusiastic about our work and made a gesture raising his two hands up in the air and uttering "God sent" and with a question "where have you been all this time?" I also replied with a gesture that we have been working to make this happen and now we are eager to do something about Iraq .  I told him that Iraq has been a divisive issue among the Muslims and it took some time for us to come together on this issue.  

       I said to him that I believe we, American Muslims, have a right and the responsibility in this grave affair as it affects both the Muslim world as well as the USA . I asked him to support us as we need all the support we can get from the government, he nodded his head and he urged me to arrange an appointment between him and our coalition in his DC office. He appointed a particular liaison person, to cut the red tape, who would contact him directly on our behalf once we are ready to see him. Through his treatment of me he clearly conveyed to me that he thinks our involvement in Iraq is very important  

            I think we should see him soon as possible: he has a lot of connection and influence as a senior Senator.

        I think we should seek a bi-partisan support for this cause in order to be effective. Therefore please consider making a special effort to see the Senators and the Congressmen from the respective areas to generate the awareness and the support we need for this work. I would like to know your feed back on this. I can be contacted via phone 952-484-1245 or 952-797-9594 or via e-mail or via fax 952-797-9526.

Thanking you all.

 

Most Respectfully,

Ruby Amatulla
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